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PERFORMANCE NOTES

These are "classicized" slack key pieces. They fuse the essence ofithe Hawaiian
tradition's deep resonance, nostalgia, and undulating tonic-domitnant harmonies
(like ocean waves!) with classical Spanish guitar. They differ fend "proper"

slack key guitar pieces, both in style and tuning. For instaneegtraditional Hawaiian
slack key C Wahine tuning is C-G-D-G-B-D but most of my pieees tune down
just the lower two strings, producing C-G-D-G-B-E (a €. major ninth chord).

These preludes should be performed in a relaxed style producing deep sounds
in the bass and a full singing melody in the treblei 1 have specified

string numbers and barred passages throughout,to make elear where everything
is to be fingered on the guitar. Harmonics ar€ sometimes marked with small
circles, but many other times notated with diamiond notes and specified frets
and strings.

The special serenity and nostalgia that chatacterizes Hawaiian slack key guitar
1s immediate even for first time listeners.-"With its European roots, simple
harmony, sheer beauty of sound4leosening the guitar's lower strings to give
them "slack"), this is music emotionall¥mavailable to anyone, without special
knowledge or familiarity with itsdraditions. That openness I find to be the
magical root of Hawaiian culture.

These pieces reflect my'desireite recapture the special relaxed aloha that one
feels immediately upon artiving on the island of Maui. The titles of the

preludes refer mostlyteyspeeific island locations, each with its own unique
spirit. The two gXceptions in this collection are Plumeria, the everpresent

trees with deliCate fragrant white, yellow, or red flowers, and Silversword,

the rare cactus faind only atop Mt. Haleakala. Kula is in "upcountry" Maui with
gorgeousiews looking across the central valley of the island. Paia is the
charming relaxedtown that marks the beginning of the road to Hana. Nahiku road
is a few mil€s north of Hana and ends at a beach that is the epitome of paradise.
Wailic'e Valleyais in the lush West Maui mountains. The trail here follows a river
anid incliides two precarious swinging bridges. Kihei might be regarded

"second class" to Kaanipali and other resort areas of the island,but I find it to be
a treasur€, with a special aloha all its own. Finally Blue Pool, the most idyllic
of Maui's waterfall pools (and now off limits to tourists) captures for me the
deepest essence of Hawaii and what I'm searching for with these guitar preludes.
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Prelude 1—Plumenia
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Prelude 2—Kula

® =G
® =C
/=92 Laidback and nostalgic
I — CEER
_.‘_.,Ek; 11 : | .")I:I’l L\ ——
: S ‘,: ) s 7 = o
7z — espr 7 =@ -
F 7 r = r
mp ——mf, P y
©
4 e A~ Clll--
) T e e e s
— s * e, s b Sy
= Z = ° = =rJ: =
[V N
8 —3— /\
= l | | k} J — i < - t
R L~
7 N — —
T i T i ¢ i
P —mf P
11 /_\ Cll-----mmmm-- i RN
. ~¢'s—s - I
‘Eb 7 —— ﬁ#‘l 5o
o —yy &= " — F — =z
"= &4 = L 7
14 (61 | S— Vo
0 n — 4@ — E s = 2 e
o ® o o
e P S  —w
F r




Maui Slack Key Preludes Vol. 2—Russell Steinberg

17 (V)
©
& 2 i = J -
%_?é r— gz g — o @ 2 A e @ —
7 e E T =/ X
20 ,CVII Vo T - _

o = . # Jég 4 X
%f o 9" : < = ==
o | — — : — < —

mff — f P

- = @ > = = = @ @)

23 J —1 ;b# :t N M 415J
o — 7— 4e!s1,9: s p— r "_‘l._ : — o o r 2"

e N
" 2/ __________________________ ———— g; ;

N

@;“J;_—b' EE&SESSuSESS= Qﬁ; \

ﬂ/' X 3 e

> > > _ calﬁq_\ P —
pA LRI 4 dIRTE
o) 7217 | =

- &/ % —p =
espr. i
S, ¢ = ] = o
8 = 5 % 7 == a .
¢ | & S— — =

[ le .



Maui Slack Key Preludes Vol. 2—Russell Steinberg

CVI-meo- P N
<, AT1
g i — — = —
369 3§m. z — == ,’-\# / # Aﬁ 4%5 2 1@
\:J? = = —= —
7'% j ® L/ N to ®
—3 2 CV": ______________________ @)V A— (@) ), C—
39 > - -
JENE T8 B A )
= 3 : / .
'\8 > ] — . — = —o T — o
\_;r er - Q' N - =
— f espr P\/ f
(@) Y/ ——
43 _
e = by
e s —————C e
rit._ W, molto 4 tempo rit.
460 J j r—— | @i XIEI CVH"'l"" sonare
‘4_# -_’ > ._bj .:5__ (D : :’\ = g
= > " = PUe 3z
? F ® ‘=z
mf -



Maui Slack Key Preludes Vol. 2—Russell Steinberg

Prelude 3—Paia
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Prelude 6—Silversword

(Conventional Tuning/ Slurs are phrase marks except where specifically matked)

Simply, flowing
I /=120 e N
m ﬁ\q slur 1 slur
< Y\ 4 | |
T s ie s
[Y) [— 2 —t — —t | —
P slur > ;Z
4 / \ slur
- slur & ‘/\
i @ 1 >
L A g I
o ::_:1L ’ ‘:lL S = E—- 3 = L
- 3 ® a@ L
7 g:“\ fen_sig / \l'lt_ PN slur
m u
P A o e i e B S98
Go— " . - e
[ > A ey 2 3o 4 - j "
mf\ [ P
10 e lur
s, < — i
=== = = s
Y A ar # = # P
13 Yam ®- > Sl/ur-\ Sl/uL
slur 2 T4 = y 3 £ 4 &
(3 i Bei iSEis=e=c= =
o)




21 Maui Slack Key Preludes Vol. 2—Russell Steinberg

16 CIy< -------- rit. . _accel. _
e =~ . T
% ﬁ £ g = 3
) 'y # - @ AN &
-‘ - —
I vy
p _ — <
A tempo rit. ./ . . . A tempo

ﬁp
I
N
;[j
thh
i

slur
e ST e = fg e
u ﬂ’ ! |
Y g — V4 P_ ' — g —— mf = L ll'/
Ly »
slur CVII----




Maui Slack Key Preludes Vol. 2—Russell Steinberg 22

Piu mosso VII ¢ VII
31 ® 0! o '>/—\ - @
2, o~ - ¥ i e
o =+ s
-/ -
< f

37

o Ll

N
Ve



23 Maui Slack Key Preludes Vol. 2—Russell Steinberg
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Prelude 8—Blue Pool
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