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PERFORMANCE	NOTES

These	are	"classicized"	slack	key	pieces.	They	fuse	the	essence	of	the	Hawaiian	
tradition's	deep	resonance,	nostalgia,	and	undulating	tonic-dominant	harmonies
(like	ocean	waves! )	with	classical	Spanish	guitar.	They	differ	from	"proper"
slack	key	guitar	pieces,	both	in	style	and	tuning.	For	instance,	traditional	Hawaiian	
slack	key	C	Wahine	tuning	is	C-G-D-G-B-D	but		most	of	my	pieces	tune	down	
just	the	lower	two	strings,	producing	C-G-D-G-B-E	(a	C	major	ninth	chord).	

These	preludes	should	be	performed	in	a	relaxed	style	producing	deep	sounds
in	the	bass	and	a	full	singing	melody	in	the	treble.	I	have	specified	
string	numbers	and	barred	passages	throughout	to	make	clear	where	everything	
is	to	be	fingered	on	the	guitar.	Harmonics	are	sometimes	marked	with	small
circles,	but	many	other	times	notated	with	diamond	notes	and	specified	frets
and	strings.

The	special	serenity	and	nostalgia	that	characterizes	Hawaiian	slack	key	guitar	
is	immediate	even	for	first	time	listeners.	With	its	European	roots,	simple	
harmony,	sheer	beauty	of	sound	(loosening	the	guitar's	lower	strings	to	give	
them	"slack"),	this	is	music	emotionally	available	to	anyone,	without	special
knowledge	or	familiarity	with	its	traditions.	That	openness	I	find	to	be	the	
magical	root	of	Hawaiian	culture.

These	pieces	reflect	my	desire	to	recapture	the	special	relaxed	aloha	that	one	
feels	immediately	upon	arriving	on	the	island	of	Maui.	The	titles	of	the	
preludes	refer	mostly	to	specific	island	locations,	each	with	its	own	unique
spirit.	The	two	exceptions	in	this	collection	are	Plumeria,	the	everpresent	
trees	with	delicate	fragrant	white,	yellow,	or	red	flowers,	and	Silversword,
the	rare	cactus	found	only	atop	Mt.	Haleakala.	Kula	is	in	"upcountry"	Maui	with	
gorgeous	views	looking	across	the	central	valley	of	the	island.	Paia	is	the	
charming	relaxed	town	that	marks	the	beginning	of	the	road	to	Hana.	Nahiku	road	
is	a	few	miles	north	of	Hana	and	ends	at	a	beach	that	is	the	epitome	of	paradise.	
Waihe'e	Valley	is	in	the	lush	West	Maui	mountains.	The	trail	here	follows	a	river	
and	includes	two	precarious	swinging	bridges.	Kihei	might	be	regarded	
"second	class"	to	Kaanipali	and	other	resort	areas	of	the	island,but	I	find	it	to	be
	a	treasure,	with	a	special	aloha	all	its	own.	Finally	Blue	Pool,	the	most	idyllic	
of	Maui's	waterfall	pools	(and	now	off	limits	to	tourists)	captures	for	me	the
deepest	essence	of	Hawaii	and	what	I'm	searching	for	with	these	guitar	preludes.
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