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PERIODS OF LUMINANCE

1. Oceanic Lights

2. Lonely Sea

3. Lumentanz

4. Apprehension

5. Water Frolic

6. Turquoisence

7. Phsophur Trails
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PERIODS	OF	LUMINANCE... 
are	seven	piano	preludes	that	draw	inspiration	from	the	mysterious	
flashing	oceanic	lights	produced	by	phosphorescent	algae.	
The	term	‘bioluminescence’ 	doesn’ t	begin	to	capture	the	beauty	
of	this	nocturnal	phenomenon.	It	is	as	if	secrets	of	the	universe	
briefly	reveal	themselves,	only	to	dissolve	back	into	the	deep	before	
we	can	fully	grasp	them.

Within	the	marked	tempi,	the	preludes	should	be	played	with	
expressive	freedom.	Pedal	should	create	an	aural	haze	and	resonance
of	luminous	color.
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Periods of Luminance
for Piano

Russell Steinberg
1. Oceanic Lights
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p

Delicate and dancing q = 144  

mp pp mp p

mp pp mp mf p
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mf mp

p

rit. Meno mosso accel. 

A tempo

38 24 34 38 24 38 24
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24 38 24 38 58
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ad libitum

p
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p mf pp mf p

Andante Allegro q = 144accel. 
 q = 72

q = e
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mp mf f

Più mossoaccel. 

mf

rit. A tempo
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p
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Più mosso rit. Più mosso
Radiant

p

mp mp mf

p

Softly glowing
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pp legato

Feathery and mysterious q = 144 rit. poco meno mosso
Dreaming

°

glissando ppp p

ad libitum; gossamer

col Ped.
ø
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glissando ppp

A tempo rit. poco meno mosso
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ø

mf p
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glissando white keys

pp

glissando glissando glissando black keys

°

ad libitum; gossamer

p

ø col Ped.
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Moderato

ø

glissando

poco meno mosso
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f sfz mp pp gliss (black keys)

Delicato, espressivo

glissando (black keys)
ø ø ø ø ø

gliss (black keys) gliss (black keys) gliss (black keys)

rit.
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