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NOTES

Some	background	on	Titan.. .	
Titan	is	Saturn’s	largest	moon	and	the	Cassini	probe	revealed	that	it	is	the
only	other	body	in	the	solar	system	other	than	Earth	to	have	lakes	and	seas
on	its	surface.	Instead	of	water,	they	are	filled	with	liquid	methane	and	ethene.	
Kraken	Mare	is	Titan's	largest	sea,	and	larger	than	Earth's	largest	inland	water
body,	the	Caspian	Sea.	It's	depth	is	unknown,	but	could	be	as	deep	as	1 ,000	ft.

Besides	its	clouds,	rain,	lakes	and	rivers,	Titan	mimics	Earth	in	other	ways	as	
well,	with	a	rich	atmosphere	(nitrogen)	and	a	landscape	that	looks	familiar	yet	
is	formed	by	different	chemical	processes	due	to	its	extremely	cold	temperature
(-290	degrees	Fahrenheit).	

Titan's	Depths	for	solo	cello	is	in	three	movements:
I.	Lament	of	Lakes	and	Seas	(Andantino	con	l'anima)
II.	Methanian	Dance	(Allegro	scherzando)
III.	Depths	of	Kraken	Mare	(Adagio	solitario)

The	piece	is	an	emotional	response	imagining	Saturn's	moon—its	beauty,			
its	mystery,	and	its	loneliness,	lonely	in	the	sense	that	it	mimics	so	much	
that	is	earthly-familiar,	yet	ultimately	completely	alien.	

The	first	movement	should	be	played	freely,	dramatically,	and	melodically	
expressive.	The	second	movement	dance	is	vigorous	and	rhythmic.	The	low
arpeggios	when	played	at	tempo	should	sound	chordal.	The	pizzicati	can	have
some	degree	of	snap	if	desired.	The	last	movement	should	be	atmospheric.
The	high	artificial	harmonics	should	sound	distant,	but	also	clear.	The	cantabile
and	appassionata	phrases	should	be	sound	closer	and	warmer.	The	flautando	e
rubato	section	should	be	played	freely,	with	a	sense	of	breath	between	the	
phrases.	
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