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1

Notes

White	Crane	Study 	began	as	a	short	character	piece	for	the	violin	which	was	to	evoke
some	of	the	extraordinary	qualities	of	the	crane,	a	bird	that	inspired	a	famous	style	of
Chinese	martial	arts	(Pai	Huo). 	Though	relatively	small	and	unaggressive,	the	crane
can	generate	sufficient	energy	through	its	powerful	wings	to	break	branches,	maintain
balance	in	even	the	strongest	winds,	and	emit	a	high,	piercing	cry	which	carries	for
miles.  	
 	
My	materials	quickly	unfurled	in	unexpected	directions	and	I	found	myself	writing	a
much	larger	work. 	The	piece	generates	energy	with	powerful	rhythmic	gestures	and	a
variety	of	effects	which	extend	the	string	sonority	in	many	directions,	some	quite
"birdlike"	incidentally. 	The	first	movement	is	characterized	by	a	'growing'	energy,
ascending	in	flight	if	you	will.  	Once	a	high	pinnacle	is	achieved,	a	transition	leads	to	a 
scherzo	originally	conceived	as	a	battle	between	the	crane	and	a	snake.	The	third
movement	is	a	slow	reflection	of	previous	motives	,	especially	a	tremolo	which
resembles	distant	crane	calls.	After	an	eerie	slide	down	the	entire	length	of	the	violin's
D	string,	these	tremolos	rebuild	energy	to	a	vigorous	recapitulation	of	the	opening
melody	in	the	brilliant	final	movement.	

White	Crane	Study
Sonata	for	Solo	Violin	in	Four	Continuous	Movements
I.Striving
II.	Scherzando
III.	Andante	Lontano
IV.	Allegro

Accidentals-	Hold	through	the	measure	( including	grace	notes)

Rubato-	As	well	as	slight	cresc/decresc.	may	be	applied	to	taste	within	phrases

Glissandi-	Should	be	more	like	slight	portamento;	they	may	be	eliminated	entirely	if
so	desired	(mm.	66-67,	1 62-173,	1 97-203,	276-284)

Chirping	Effects-	In	moments	such	as	mm	67-70,	the	performer	should	begin	the
acciatura	bowed.	Use	the	finger	that	is	required	to	create	that	pitch	to	create	a	left
handed	pizzicato	for	the	note	that	follows	as	indicated	by	the	plus	symbols.	There
should	be	one	continuous	bow	from	the	acciatura	through	the	note	that	follows	it.	
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