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Beach	Pebbles	are	in	the	spirit	of	Robert	Schumann's	Kinderszenen	or	Felix	Mendelssohn's	
numerous	Songs	Without	Words.	The	pieces	in	this	third	volume		require	advanced	technique.
Performers	should	feel	free	to	present	this	music	in	any	order	or	combination	they	feel	makes	
aesthetic	effect.	This	volume	may	be	performed	in	entirety	in	the	order	presented,or	in	part	or	
with	any	combination	of	pebbles	in	volumes	1 ,	2,	or	3.	It	is	also	fine	to	perform	any	of	the	pieces	
individually.	

Prelude	and	Postlude
Both	the	Prelude:	Sea	and	Foam	and	Postlude:	Foam	and	Sea	include	passages	plucking	and	
strumming	strings	inside	the	piano	(none	of	the	other	pieces	require	playing	inside	the	piano).	
The	pitches	indicated	in	these	two	pieces	are	highly	approximate	because	they	represent	strings	
between	the	different	metal	dividers	inside	the	piano.	Each	piano	manufacturer	and	model	place	
these	metal	dividers	in	different	places.	But	these	dividers	typically	define	four	ranges	of	strings: 	
low,	middle,	high,	and	very	high.	Each	plucked	passage	in	these	two	pieces	should	be	played	
within	one	of	these	ranges	(usually	marked).

Pedaling
A	liberal	use	of	the	pedal	is	critical	to	create	a	kind	of	aural	hazy	resonance.	However,	the	blurring	
should	not	obscure	the	harmonies	or	the	progression	of	one	chord	to	the	next.	While	I	have	marked	
pedaling	as	frequently	as	it	seems	critical,	the	size	and	individuality	of	different	pianos	demand
taste	and	sensitivity	that	will	require	more	or	less	use	of	the	pedal	to	create	the	proper	resonance
without	becoming	overly	muddy.	This	is	the	case	especially		with	the	first	piece	in	this	volume:
Prelude:Sea	and	Foam,	where	I	ask	that	the	pedal	be	held	down	nearly	in	its	entirety.	The	piano
resonances	from	the	held	pedal	are	an	essential	sonic	element	of	this	piece.	That	said,	pedal
changes	at	particular	moments	may	be	necessary	for	clarity,	especially	when	the	harmonic
language	changes	(such	as	page	8,	3rd	system,	which	I	have	marked).
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Beach	Pebbles 	

Clumps	of	stones	
Washed	ashore	and	weathered	down,
Beat	by	wind	and	sun
To	dull	grays,	dull	browns.

Before,	in	aqua	time,
They	tumbled	all	distinct;	
Gurgling,	crackling
Beneath	sea	and	foam,	
Ruby	reds,	jades,	and	golds,	
Saturn	rings	and	Jupiter	bands,	
Pock-wormed	holes,	
Shapes	that	curve	to	the	hand,	
A	mirror	flat	black	skipping	stone
Smooth	as	glass.	

Pebbles	all	in	water	dance.
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Mysterious	rumbling	q	=	100
deep,	rolling	waves

Surging	Wave

p
molto	crescendo fff

Wildly	rapid	descending	arpeggios	ad	libitum;	
hands	played	out	of	time	with	each	other
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1.	Prelude:	Sea	and	Foam
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*	Pedal	to	be	held	essentiallythroughout	the	entire	piece,	changing	only	when	absolutely
necessary	for	harmonic	clarity.
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Wildly	rapid	descending	arpeggios	ad	libitum;	
hands	played	out	of	time	with	each	other
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11.	Postlude:	Foam	and	Sea
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Pluck	strings	inside	piano	with	this	general	
descending	shape	(pitches	will	vary)	*
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*	Pluck	each	of	these	passages	on	the	string	courses	between	the	metal	dividers	inside	the	piano.		
This	first	plucked	passage	will	be	on	strings	in	the	upper	course.	The	next	passage	will	be	between	
the	next	set	of	metal	dividers,	and	so	forth.	
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Pluck	strings	inside	piano	with	roughly	this	
descending	shape;	pitches	should	vary	
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Descending	down	the	lowerst	
course	of	strings,	bounce	(strike)
	the	fingertips	percussively	
(instead	of	plucking	)
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Misterioso;	explore	deep	into	the	piano's	sonority	
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